COVID-19 Vaccination Policy
Effective Date: 15/11/2021
Last Revised: 04/01/2022
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1. Reason for Policy
On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. COVID-19
vaccines, in combination with public health measures, are effective in reducing severe
outcomes.
The purpose of this policy is to outline Theatre Ancaster’s position with regards to COVID-19
immunization of employees, staff, contractors, volunteers, and students aged 5+. As the health
and safety of our community is a top priority, we are committed to taking all reasonable
precautions to protect the health and safety of others during the pandemic of COVID-19.

2. Policy Statement
Vaccination is an effective way to protect oneself and others from COVID19. Contingent upon
vaccine availability and unless medically contraindicated, we require all eligible employees,
staff, contractors, volunteers, and students to be fully vaccinated (see Definitions) against
COVID-19 (i.e. against infections caused by SARS-CoV-2) to participate in our programs, attend
our events, our enter our premises.

As of January 1, 2022, prior to admission to, or participation in any Theatre Ancaster event, all
eligible employees, staff, contractors, volunteers, and students aged 12+ will be expected to
complete a pre-screen, and provide one of the following:
1) Proof of full vaccination OR
2) A valid medical exemption plus a negative rapid test or PCR test result dated in the last
24 hours
In order to allow sufficient time for full vaccination, until March 1, 2022, children ages 5+ are
exempt from this policy, however, after this time, all participants, including those ages 5+ are
subject to this policy.
As the pandemic evolves, and/or legislation or public health guidance changes, the purpose and
requirements outlined in this policy may change. Theatre Ancaster reserves the right to update
this policy, and will provide reasonable notice to any changes therein.

3. Scope
This policy applies to all
-

Employees
Volunteers
Contractors
Students age 11+ as of January 1, 2022
Students age 5+ as of March 1, 2022

Audience members are currently subject to the Province of Ontario’s Vaccine Passport
regulations and will be required to show proof of vaccination, or exemption prior to admission to
any of Theatre Ancaster’s performances.

4. Definitions
Fully Vaccinated: having received the full series of a COVID-19 vaccine or combination of
COVID-19 vaccines approved by Health Canada; and having received the final dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days ago.
Partially vaccinated individuals and those within the 14-day waiting period are considered
unvaccinated.

5. Policy
All employees, staff, contractors, volunteers and students will be required to show the results
from the Government of Ontario COVID-19 Screening questionnaire
(https://covid-19.ontario.ca/screening/customer/), dated on the day of the event, and one of the
following:
1. Proof of receiving the full series of a vaccine or a combination of vaccines approved by
Health Canada along with valid identification. Please refer to the Ontario Ministry of
Health’s website to retain this: https://covid19.ontariohealth.ca OR
2. A valid medical exemption plus a negative result from an approved COVID-19 antigen
test or Polymerase Chain Reaction (or PCR) test dated within the previous 24 hours.
These tests are to be administered prior to arrival and are to be procured at the expense
of the participants.
Those individuals with valid mask exemptions will be subject to our rapid testing protocol and
are required to produce a negative test dated within the last 24 hours.
Patrons are required to show proof of vaccination or valid exemption, plus a government-issued
ID, prior to entry as per government requirements.
Should an individual be unable or unwilling to produce one of the above, they will not be granted
admission until such time as they are in compliance with the policy. No exceptions will be made
under any circumstance.

6. Procedures
Point of Entry Procedures:
1. Prior to entry to any Theatre Ancaster event, all participants will be asked to show the results
from their Government of Ontario COVID-19 Screening. Patrons are not required to complete a
screening.
2. Fully vaccinated participants must show their proof of vaccination plus their valid
government-issued ID.
3. Exempt participants must show proof of valid exemption plus a negative rapid or PCR test
dated within the last 24 hours. Tests should be administered prior to arrival and are to be
obtained at the expense of participants.

For contact tracing purposes, Theatre Ancaster staff or volunteers may record the names of
participants, their phone numbers and confirmation that they have shown the appropriate
documentation for entry. This document will not record any medical information and will not be
kept on file beyond 30 days. No patron information will be collected as per the government
guidelines.
General safety procedures:
- The number of participants will be limited to the number that can maintain 2 meters (six feet)
physical distance at all times.
- Masks must be worn at all times during rehearsals and when attending performances.
Should an individual have a valid mask exemption, they will be subject to our rapid testing
protocols.
- All equipment and spaces used during an event will be sanitized before and after use in
addition to regular cleaning.
- Rehearsals will be scheduled in such a way to limit the number of attendees at a time in the
space and spectators are not permitted.
- Dressing rooms will only be used when necessary. Performers are expected to arrive at
performances with hair and makeup done.
- HVAC system will be in use at all times and doors will be kept open when appropriate
- Hand sanitizer and soap available throughout the premises.
- Pick-up and drop off outside of facilities only.
- Should a participant become ill during the course of a rehearsal, they will be sent home
immediately and will be required to follow the government guidance regarding self-isolation.
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